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What’s Inside: 

MARRIOTTS RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 

September 29, 2017 

Bits and Bridles Bulletin will be sent out every Friday.   

 

Today’s Topics will continue with a daily focus. 

Stay connected with us: 

Website mrhs.hcpss.org PTSA  

School Calendar  Boosters 

Athletics Calendar   Music Foundation 

Twitter: hcpss_mrhs   

HCPSS Mobile Apps 

Please Update Your Family File 
Thank you to those families who have already reviewed and updated the 
Family File for their students.  At 70% complete, we still have 400 students 
without verified and updated information.   

In an effort to be 100% complete, emails have been sent twice this week to 
the parent/guardian of each of our 400 students who still show as 
“unsubmitted”.  We will continue to reach out to these families through 
direct contact in the coming weeks.  

If you are one of these parent/guardian, please log into Canvas to review 
and update information for your child(ren) this weekend!  Thank you, in 
advance, for partnering with us to complete this very important task for the 
safety and well being of our students (your children). 

Students who participated in the last year's administration of 

the Biology HSA received the Maryland School Assessment - 

May 2017 Biology HSA home report today.  Please ask your stu-

dent for this report.  

http://mrhs.hcpss.org
http://www.marriottsridgeptsa.org/
http://mrhs.hcpss.org/calendar
http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/
https://www.countysportszone.com/s/?d=38&school=8&calendar
http://www.mrhsmusic.net/
https://twitter.com/hcpss_mrhs
http://www.hcpss.org/mobile-apps/
http://www.hcpss.org/connect/


UNDERCLASS PICTURE DAY 

OCTOBER 5 & 6 
Students in grades 9-11 will report to the camera with their English class.   All 

students will be photographed for the purpose of the yearbook and student ID 

cards. Portrait order envelopes were distributed on 9/29, during Period 3.  Extras 

are available in the front office. 

ORDER ONLINE 

AT 

mylifetouch.com 

 

Picture Day ID: 

MJ017483Q0 

 

Pay with: 

MasterCard 

VISA 

American Express 

PayPal 

 

No Need to Return 

Order Envelope on 

Picture Day!!! 
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https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/


OCTOBER 11 is PSAT DAY!!! 

PSAT (Grade 9) – PSAT/NMSQT (Grades 10-11) All 9th, 10th, and 11th grade stu-

dents will be participating in the administration of the PSAT on Wed., October 11, 2017.  Freshman 
will participate in the PSAT 8/9 while sophomores and juniors participate in the PSAT/NMSQT.  All 
students have been pre-registered. 

Students in the 10th and 11th grades have received the PSAT-NMSQT Student Guide through their Eng-
lish classes.  The College Board has made the PSAT-8/9 Student Guide available to 9th grade students 
in .pdf format.  The 22-page document is available by clicking here.  Student Guides are provided in 
order to give students and parents/guardians 

 Information about the PSAT, 

 Provide test-taking advice and tips, and 

 Show examples of directions and sample test questions. 

We encourage all students to review their PSAT Student Guide before the October 11th test day.  Par-
ents/Guardians, please ensure that your child gets plenty of rest the night prior, eats a healthy break-
fast, brings her/her calculator, and arrives to school on time. 

Wed., Oct. 11  / A-Day Schedule 

7:20 – Warning Bell 
7:25-10:45 – Testing Occurs 

10:45-12:15 – Lunch and Period 4A 

12:20-1:10 – Period 5 

1:15-2:10 – Period 6 
 

WHAT ABOUT SENIORS?   
Traditionally, seniors have used this day for college and career preparations.  This is a good day to 

visit colleges and potential career sites and work on their college application.  Seniors may also de-

cide to come to school to complete work and should report directly to Student Services.  Due to 

testing, the Media Center computers will not be available on this day.  If you plan to be absent to 

work on college and career prep, please complete the discretionary absence form and return it to 

Mrs. Romero in the Front Office. 

Page 3 Bits and Bridles Bulletin  

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-8-9-student-guide-2017-18.pdf
http://www.hcpss.org/f/aboutus/absence_request.pdf
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HOMECOMING WEEK  (October 9-14) 

Homecoming tickets AND class shirts will go on-sale during all 
lunch shifts starting on October 2nd through the October 13th.  
Dance Homecoming Dance will be held on Saturday, October 14 from 7-10 p.m.  Dance tickets are 
$20.  No tickets will be sold at the door!  No Admittance after 8:00 p.m. Guest approval forms 
must be signed by an MRHS Administrator prior to purchasing a dance ticket for a non-MRHS stu-
dent.  Forms are available in the front office.  Please ensure all outstanding student obligations 
have been met before purchasing a ticket.  Obligations include book fines, Family File submission, 
signed and returned Code of Conduct, Dance Guidelines, and Honor Code forms.   
 

Class shirts are also $20 and are FIRST COME FIRST SERVED.   

 

SPIRIT WEEK SCHEDULE 

Monday, 10/9  — Meme Monday (dress as your favorite meme) 

 Break Contest in Commons 

 Senior Crab Feast / 7-10 pm in the cafeteria (advance ticket purchase required) 

Tuesday,  10/10 — Scrabble Day (dress as an object that starts with the first letter of your name) 

 Break Contest in Commons 

Wednesday,  10/11 — Pajama Day  (PSAT Day / No Break) 

Thursday,  10/12 — Movie Genres Theme Day  / Break “Best Costume Contest” in Commons 

 Freshmen, Animations 

 Sophomores, Superheroes 

 Juniors, Horror 

 Seniors, Sci-Fi 

Friday, 10/13 — Class Spirit Day (wear your Class Shirt) 

 Pep Rally in the stadium / 12:45-2:00 

 JV Football, 4:30 pm 

 Pre-Game Party starts at half-time of JV Football and ends before start of Varsity Foot-

ball 

 Marching Band Performance 

 Face Painting 

 Karaoke 

 Games, Food. 

 Varsity Football vs Long Reach /  7:00 pm  / $3 Student  $4 Adult 

 Homecoming Court  announced during  Varsity half-time 

**POINTS FOR EACH EVENT will be awarded to the winning class. Scores will be tallied at the end of each day on signs 

in the SGA Office windows.  Winning class will be announced at Pep Rally on Friday. 

Saturday, 10/14 — HOMECOMING DANCE  / 7-10 pm, No Admittance after 8pm. 
 



Senior Portraits 

November 6 & 7 

7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Watch your home mailbox for an “Official Senior Portrait” information envelope that will include an appoint-
ment date/time. 

Lifetouch will be at Marriotts Ridge on November 6 & 7 to photograph those seniors who were unavailable to sit for their Senior 
Portrait in August.  Lifetouch photographers will be in the Weight Room from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   Lifetouch will mail ap-
pointment cards directly to the student’s home address in mid-October.  Seniors will report directly to the weight room about 10 
minutes before their assigned time. Seniors may choose from six session options each with varying number of poses, outfits and 
backgrounds.  Choose the session that is right for you!  The sitting fee is due on picture day.   The tux and shoulder drape for the 
yearbook pose will be provided.  
 Some families may elect to have a formal senior portrait taken elsewhere; however, we encourage all senior students to take 
advantage of their Prestige appointment for the yearbook pose and student identification card. No purchase necessary. 
 Need a retake? Any senior whose portrait was taken in August and would like a retake, needs to contact Lifetouch Cus-
tomer Service Office at 1-800-445-1189 to request an appointment time.  

Senior Opportunity 
ATTN:  Marriotts Ridge High School Seniors 

RE: 2018 Maryland General Assembly Student Page Program 

The Marriotts Ridge Social Studies Department will nominate one senior to be eligible for participation in 
the 2018 Maryland Student Page Program.  Applicants must: 

 be graduating seniors.  

 have signed parental/guardian permission. 

 be enthusiastic about government, politics, law, or community service and show a demonstrated 
interest in state government. 

 be mature and able to engage with fellow pages and authority figures.  
In addition to the above criteria, applicants must write a one page essay that demonstrates why they would 
be the best representative of Marriotts Ridge High School and Howard County as a Maryland Page. 

Completed applications are due to Mr. Malt in room 200 by 2:15 on Monday, October 9, 2017. 

Contact Mr. Malt via email (richard_malt@hcpss.org) or phone (410-313-5568) 
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The 2016-2017 yearbooks will be distributed to the Class of 2018 at the end of 

Crab Feast on October 9th and the rest of the student body the week of October 9th 

during their 4th period on A days only.  Class of 2017 graduates have their books 

sent directly from Jostens, but underclassmen’s books come to the school and we 

have to organize and sort the books; therefore, it takes underclassmen longer to re-

ceived the book than the Class of 2017 graduates.  If you have any questions, please 

email the adviser, Allison Wichmann, at allison_wichmann@hcpss.org.  

https://mail.hcpss.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=_1onCxaVjEkKelLp3msU9cRmBcSrM8dfvvNG06MeVOjhR09b0AHVCA..&URL=mailto%3arichard_malt%40hcpss.org


Student & Staff of the Month 
Congratulations to the following students and staff who were nominated by MRHS Departments as Students and 
Staff of the Month! 

Student Spotlight 

Congratulations to the Marriotts Ridge Marching Band for their outstanding per-

formance in the US Bands competition at Century High School on Saturday, Sept 23. They 

placed first in Group IVA (75-95 members) and captured the captions awards for Best Music, 

Best Visual Performance, and Best Overall Effect. They also had the highest composite music 

performance score of all the bands regardless of group size. Stay tuned for the results for the 

Maryland State Championships coming up on October 21st. 

 

Semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program Congratulations 

to the following students who were named Semifinalists in the 2018 NMSP .  To be consid-

ered for an award, semifinalists mus fulfill several requirements to advance to the Finalist lev-

el of the competition. We wish them all the best of luck.  Finalist will be announced in Febru-

ary, 2018. 

 Anson Chen Maxwell Lennon 

 Shushanth Gunukula Zain Qudsi 

 Yoo-Jean Han Lauren Shen 

 Eugene Kim 
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STUDENT   CLUB   NEWS   .  .  . 
Student Book Club will meet again on Monday, 10/30 after school in the 

media production room to discuss, Numbers by Rachel Ward.  Stop by the 

media center for a copy!  

 

MAAAC (Mustang African American Awareness Club) will  host two 

fundraiser dinner nights.  Mark your calendars, take your family out to din-

ner, and support their club. 

 October 19, 2017 November 9, 2017  

 4-8 pm 11am—9pm 

 Chef Paolino Café  Baldwin’s Station 

 3419 Plumtree Drive 7618 Main Street 

 Ellicott City  21042 Sykesville,  21784 

Howard County G/T Program  Parent Academy to be held October 11 

Wednesday, October 11, 7 – 8:30 p.m.  
Howard High School, 8700 Old Annapolis Road, Ellicott City, 21043 
 
HCPSS families interested in the Gifted and Talented (G/T) Program are invited to come learn about 
the advanced-level offerings available through the G/T education program and how their students can 
become involved. 
The evening will begin with an overview of G/T Education Program offerings at the elementary, mid-
dle, and high school levels. These overviews will be presented by both G/T staff and Howard County 
students. 
Following the general session, parents and community members will have an opportunity to meet by 
school level for a question and answer session. 

Full Schedule: 
7:00 – 8:00, G/T Education Program Overview Presentation – Auditorium 
8:05 – 8:30, Question and Answer Sessions: 

 Elementary G/T Program Offerings: Auditorium 

 Middle G/T Program Offerings: Classroom F124 

 High School G/T and AP Courses: Classroom F126 
 
For more information, please email hcpssgtac@gmail.com or alyson_tommins@hcpss.org or call 410--
313--6800. 

Page 7 Bits and Bridles Bulletin  

mailto:hcpssgtac@gmail.com
mailto:alyson_tommins@hcpss.org


NEWS  FROM  STUDENT  SERVICES 
Junior Post-Secondary Planning Night will take place at MRHS in The Commons on 

Thursday, October 12th at 6:30pm.  This event is intended for the parents of current jun-

iors.  Student Services staff will share information about planning for post-secondary edu-

cation and tips for junior year.   

 

GRADES – 9th through 12th 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Regional information session 

October 5th 2017 at 6:30 pm in the Centennial High School Auditorium! 

Come hear from Massachusetts Institute of Technology admissions officer, Sarah Godwin, talk about what it takes to get into 
MIT. Topics of discussion will include; admissions, applications, academics, research, interviews, financial aid, student life, 
Boston/Cambridge, MIT culture. What makes MIT different from other universities. What makes an applicant “competitive” 
and how admissions officers make decisions on which students to admit. There will be time for questions at the end of the 
presentation. 

 

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 2017  If you've made a difference by volunteering in your community over the 
past year, you could win $1,000 and a fabulous trip to Washington, D.C., by applying for a Prudential Spirit of Community 
Award!  Even more importantly, you could win recognition that might inspire other young people to follow your example. 
These prestigious awards, sponsored by Prudential Financial and the National Association of Secondary School Principals, 
have honored tens of thousands of middle level and high school students over the past 20 years solely for their volunteer 
work. 

After all students have submitted an application, we will only be able to nominate one student from Marriotts Ridge High 
School. Please see Ms. Dubbs in Student Services if you have any questions.  

 

SENIORS  SCHOLARSHIP  OPPUNTUNITIES!!! 

 

Comcast Leaders and Achievers® Scholarship Program  This program, funded through the Comcast Foundation, recognizes 
high school seniors from Comcast communities for their commitment to community service, academics, and leadership. To 
acknowledge these accomplishments, recipients of the award will receive a one-time grant of $1,000.  We can nominate only 
one senior from our high school to apply for this award!  PLEASE BRING THE FOLLOWING TO MRS. DUBBS BY FRIDAY, OCTO-
BER 25th, 2017 IF YOU ARE INTERESTED: 
1. Blue Transcript Request form - filled out and signed for the Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarship - you do not need 

$4 

2. Your updated resume.  

Requirements:  

 Be a full-time high school senior currently enrolled at a high school within a Comcast Community or otherwise approved 
by Comcast. 

 Student grade point average of 2.8 or higher.   

 Student demonstrates leadership abilities in school activities or through work experiences. 

 Student shows a strong commitment to and involvement in community service. 

 Student plans to attend an accredited, nonprofit college, university, or vocational/technical school in the United States. 
Employees of Comcast, its subsidiaries and affiliates, and the children and other family members of Comcast employees and 

employees of Comcast’s subsidiaries and affiliates are not eligible.  
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PTSA  http://www.marriottsridgeptsa.org/ 

Next Meeting: October 9 @ 7pm in Student Services 

Save the Date — October 19 @ 7PM — HC DrugFree Parent Program 
Mark your calendars for this free event in the auditorium.at MRHS. This non-profit organization is passion-
ate about educating people about the dangers of drugs and alcohol in our community as well as sharing 
how HC Drug Free can help those who are affected by this terrible epidemic. Their goal is to erase drugs 
from our community and save lives in the process!  Please join us on the 19th of October.   

Reflections Arts Program Kick-Off Marriotts Ridge PTSA is proud to present our nation's 

best Reflections in the areas of dance choreography, film production, literature, music composition, pho-
tography and the visual arts.  

This year's theme is "Within Reach".  If you would like to more information about the program, please 
watch the introductory video using this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3scXQrkbeo&feature=youtu.be.   

If your child is interested in submitting an arts piece or if you are interested in volunteering to assist, 
please contact Kennisha Firstley at kennishafirstley@gmail.com or Tracy Schutty at schutty@mac.com. 

Restaurant Raffle Fundraiser can use your help! 

SPONSORSHIP  Do you have a company you would like to advertise?  For $100, your company logo can go 
on the flyer and one out of 20 raffle tickets we send to over 1,000 homes in our school community.  Your 
logo will also be mentioned in several school-wide emails and the MRHS PTSA website.  Just send us your 
logo (email to tbone119@comcast.net), a coupon amount, if applicable, and a check made out to MRHS 
PTSA. 

GIFT CARD DONATIONS Please donate a gift card for the Restaurant Raffle Fundraiser! Chain restaurants 
are the most difficult to obtain, so those are always helpful and appreciated (any increments of $10 -
$100).  Your donation is tax-deductible. 

Mail gift cards and sponsorships to the school: 

MRHS PTSA Restaurant Raffle 
c/o Theresa Yodzis 
12100 Woodford Dr. 
Marriottsville, MD 21104 

ENVELOPE ASSEMBLY  In search of SERVICE HOURS?  A lot of preparation is needed to assemble the res-
taurant raffle envelopes for mailing.  This job can be broken into smaller parts so it doesn’t become too 
overwhelming.  If interested in helping or just want to learn more, contact Theresa 
Yodzis at tbone119@comcast.net or 443.472.0974. 

 

And, don’t forget to LIKE our new Facebook page!  Marriotts Ridge High School PTSA 
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BOOSTERS http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/ 

Next Meeting: October 11 @ 7pm in first floor staff lo 

Registration is now open for the 12th Annual Boosters Golf Outing! 

WHAT:         A day of golfing with lunch, dinner, beverag-
es, golf and cart, plus many prizes at a 
premier course! 

WHEN:           Join us Friday, October 20th Registration is 
at 12:00 with a Shot Gun Start at 1:00  

WHERE:         Waverly Woods Golf Course 

WHAT ELSE:  Registration for Singles is $150 or Four-
somes is $600  

HOW:             Visit our website www.mrhs-golf.com  for more Information, to Register to play or even better, become a 
Sponsor for the event!    

WHY:             The Students!  This is a Signature event for the Boosters and we hope to raise  $10,000 for ALL extracurric-
ulars: sports, clubs, and school improvements.  Your support is greatly appreciated, and remember, your 
donations are tax deductible! 

Any questions, please email Chuck Faughnan cf3mail@gmail.com 

 

Fall Concession Sign-Up    Come help serve up hotdogs, popcorn, pizza, nachos, pretzels, and so much 

more.  We promise you will have fun and make new friends while supporting a great cause – OUR KIDS!  Thanking you in 
advance for volunteering and supporting the MRHS community.   Sign up with SignUp Genius at 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ba8ae23a13-20171 

 

Senior Parents:  Did you know that the MRHS Boosters Club offers your senior an opportunity to apply for a 

MRHS Boosters Club Scholarship? This Senior Scholarship is designed for a MRHS Booster club mem-

ber who strives for excellence and has “Made a Difference at Marriotts Ridge.”  Two awards in the amount of $2,000 will 

be awarded to defray the cost of any accredited institution of higher learning to which your senior has been accepted for 

the next academic year. Information about applying for the scholarship, including deadlines, can be found at 

http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/senior-scholarships.  For your senior to be considered for this award, your first step is to 

become a member of the MRHS Boosters Club.  Go to http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/membership and become a mem-

ber today! 
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 HCPSS School Redistricting Process 
Follow the HCPSS school redistricting process at http://www.hcpss.org/school-planning/
redistricting-process/. Upcoming events: 10/3 7:30pm Superintendent's Redistricting Rec-
ommendations; Board of Education Public Hearings and Work Sessions from October 26th 
to November 14th.  
 
 

 

 
Community Notices 
Please visit the Community News and Programs page on the HCPSS website for announcements of upcoming events and 
programs sponsored by non-profit organizations. 
 
Bright Minds Foundation 4th Annual Gold Tournament, October 4, 2017  Enjoy a beautiful day playing golf with HCPSS 
Interim Superintendent Dr. Michael Martirano, hear his update about the school system at lunch and support the Bright 
Minds Foundation! 
Thank you to all our sponsors!  

HC DrugFree 

HC DrugFree’s next Teen Advisory Council (TAC) meeting will be held on Monday, October 16 from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at The Barn (Teen Center) in the Oakland Mills Village Center. Free pizza is provided. 
Teens must provide a completed registration form signed by a parent/guardian; bring the form to the 
meeting or email/mail it to the office. Forms can be found on the TAC page at www.hcdrugfree.org 
and RSVP to Admin@hcdrugfree.org. TAC is open to all Howard County high school students and communi-
ty service hours are available.  

The next convenient drive-thru medication and “sharps” (needles, syringes and EpiPen) collection will be 
held on Saturday, October 28 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Wilde Lake Village Center parking lot. 
Adults and teens volunteers welcome. Community service hours available! Howard County Police will 
guard and transport the drugs. For more information, contact HC DrugFree at Admin@hcdrugfree.org, 
www.hcdrugfree.org or 443-325-0040. 

In partnership with the Howard County Public School System, HC DrugFree has prepared a three minute 
video for parents/adults to view. As you may be aware, Howard County is not unlike many areas facing an 
opioid crisis. We strongly encourage you to view this important message: https://youtu.be/SxdSHAUln8s.  

For more information, contact HC DrugFree at Admin@hcdrugfree.org, www.hcdrugfree.org or 443-325-
0040. 
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Don't miss your opportunity to register for the next SAT Prep Class at MRHS!   

The Answer:  Affordable & Convenient SAT & ACT Prep 

Register NOW for COMPREHENSIVE & CONVENIENT 

SAT and/or ACT PREP at MARRIOTTS RIDGE HS!  

The Answer Classes help students to gain confidence in their test-taking abilities and 
teach tips and strategies on timing, guessing, and scoring.  Students get the prep that 
they need without wasting time or money – and the school benefits, too:  20% of all 
tuition collected is donated to MRHS PTSA!  

DON’T MISS OUT! 

 To date, more than 5,000 students have taken The Answer Classes and $32,000+ 
has been donated to our partner schools in Howard County.  As well, over 97% of 
students who have taken The Answer Classes say that they would recommend 
them to a friend!  

YOU CHOOSE THE TWO-DAY CLASS THAT WORKS BEST FOR YOU:  

2017-2018 SAT PREP AT MRHS 

Sat., Oct. 21 from 9am-1pm & 

Mon., Oct. 23 from 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

OR 

Sat., Feb. 10 from 9am-1pm & 

Mon., Feb. 12  from 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

  

2017-18 ACT PREP AT MRHS 

M/W Mar. 12 & 14 from 5:30 pm – 9:30 pm  

REGULAR TUITION:  ONLY $159/class* OR $249 for SAT/ACT Class Package 

**Register at least one week ahead of your course and save $10!** 
For the full schedule or to register, please visit www.theanswerclass.com or call 410-

997-3006. 

https://mail.hcpss.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=n0U9OHFXNwpOZeVwhJm8z5pWaPji4yXY3znuFxmHdBb-_sLRfwfVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.theanswerclass.com

